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Her Destiny? The Tragic Life of Guan Lu

(1907-1982) a Social Network Analysis
Approach

Chang Hao", Chiang Pin-Hsuan™*, Lee Jou-Yi***
Abstract

After World War 1II, the Chinese government
advanced the large-scale prosecution of traitors, namely
hanjian % I, with the case of Guan Lu B #&

(1907-1982) being a complex and representative
example. However, due to limitations in methodologies,
previous related research has largely struggled to grasp
the social interactions and general landscape of the
historical actor.

Employing a social network analysis, the present
article examines the social relationships of Guan Lu to
explore how certain structural factors such as the effects
of social links affected the direction of her life course.
The nodes of analysis, including members of political
parties, writing circles, and social movements, mainly
come from the “Modern Women’ Journals Database” and

the “Research Platform for Modern Women’s

*  Institute of Sociology, National Tsing Hua University.
=%  Institute of History, National Tsing Hua University.
«#% [nstitute of History, National Tsing Hua University.
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Biographies” established by the Institute of Modern
History at Academia Sinica. In addition to examining the
social-network landscape of Guan Lu, this article takes
Ding Ling ] ¥ (1904-1986) , a female writer who had
a close relationship with Guan Lu, as an example for the
purposes of comparativeanalysis, namely considering the
possible group divisions such as ideological criticism and
public opinion on gender that the two may have faced.
The article finds that Guan Lu experienced an acute
disconnection with her social network, namely that of the
women’s movement against Japanese aggression in
Shanghai, after 1939, which may have put her in a more
passive position when facing accusations of being a
traitor. Additionally, the case of Zhou Yang J& #;
(1907-1989) in the period of the Cultural Revolution,
which has been largely overlooked in previous research,
was one of the key reasons for the more severe criticism

that Guan Lu received.

Guan Lu
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Cultural Revolution, gender, social network, traitor, hanjian,
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