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William Hardy McNeill, America, Britain, & Russia: Their Co-operation and Conflict, 1941-1946
(New York and London: Johnson Reprint Corporation, 1970), pp. 747-750, 768.
William Norton Medlicott, “Economic Warfare,” in Arnold Toynbee and Veronica Boulter Toynbee,
eds., The War and the Neutrals (London: Oxford University Press, 1956), pp. 96-104; HF{EF| R} 45f
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Mark Harrison, “Resource Mobilization for World War II: The U.S.A., U.K., U.S.S.R., and Germany,
1938-1945,” The Economic History Review, 41:2 (May 1988), pp. 183, 189.

Ve - RO - BISLm B AR A ) (U FIAEE > 2022) 0 H viii-xii ©
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William C. Kirby, “The Chinese War Economy,” in James C. Hsiung and Steven I. Levine, eds.,

China’s Bitter Victory: The War with Japan, 1937-1945 (Armonk: M. E. Sharpe, 1992), pp. 192-196.
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7 United States Department of State, “The Ambassador in China (Gauss) to the Secretary of State, May

23, 1942,” Foreign Relations of the United States Diplomatic Papers, 1942 (Washington: United
States Government Printing Office, 1956), China, pp. 654-655.
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United States Department of State, “The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in China (Gauss),

November 25, 1942,” Foreign Relations of the United States Diplomatic Papers, 1942, China, pp.
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War, Allies, and Minerals:
The National Resources Commission in the Trade of Tin and Tungsten
with the US and the USSR (1938-1945)

Hong-Ming Chen

Abstract

In the early twentieth century, as minerals were critical raw materials, the
economic relationship between countries with industrial demand and raw
material suppliers often implied a hierarchy of dominance and subordination.
During the Second World War, however, specific minerals became of strategic
importance, leading to a change in the established economic hierarchy. For
China, rich in mineral resources, tin and tungsten proved critical in barter loan
negotiations with the United States and the Soviet Union at the beginning of
the Second Sino-Japanese War. As the war worsened, the domestic production
and transportation of minerals in China became increasingly difficult. With
limited resources, reconciling the demands of the US and the USSR for tin and
tungsten posed a significant challenge for the National Resources Commission
(NRC). The NRC endeavored to overcome these difficulties by shipping a
certain amount of tin and tungsten, as well as actively communicating and
establishing connections within the framework of the Allied powers to further
the flow of resources. Considering China’s move from seeking allies to
collaborating with the Allied powers during the wartime period, this article
focuses on the operations and coordination of the NRC in the mineral trade
with the US and the USSR. It explores key aspects such as transportation and
logistics, the allocation of materials, debt moratorium, and gold exchange,
aiming to further deepen our understanding of China’s proactive initiatives
during the Second World War.

Keywords: National Resources Commission, critical raw materials,
minerals, wartime barter loans, the Allied powers
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