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Immortality Through Composing -
The Creation, Circulation and Reading of Ge
Xiuying’s (B35 » 1773-1791) Writing

Lin Hsiao-Han*
Abstract

Ge Xiuying & 75 % (1773-1791) was married as a
concubine to scholar Qin Ao ZEZ8 (?-?)  from Liangxi,
at the age of sixteen. Three years later, she passed away
from complications of childbirth. To commemorate his
deceased concubine and to cultivate his own literary
reputation, Qin republished Ge’s posthumous collection,
“Dan Xiang Lou Ci Chao” (VEEHEEEED ) | at least twice
and publicly solicited eulogies for her. This literary
memorial event spanned at least six years, from 1792 to
1798, and received responses from sixty-four literati and
talented women, with the manuscripts from sixty of these
individuals being mounted into “Dan Xiang Xiaojing”( 2
HINE) .

By comparing the paratexts of the two works, this
analysis advances the understanding of how and why
women’s literary works were published, and reveals the
gender power dynamics behind Ge’s literary image. The

female culogies included in “Dan Xiang Xiaojing”, for

*  Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica.
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example, reveal the consciousness of female readers at the
time, as well as the female friendships that transcended
social status and class.

For “Dan Xiang Lou Ci Chao”, a reading provides
insight into Ge’s literary marriage, her social circles, and
her life story, thereby enhancing our understanding of the
creative environment and literary genres available to
women in the mid-Qing dynasty. The publication of
“Dan Xiang Lou Ci Chao” promoted her literary
visibility, and her ci 7 works could still be read in the
Human edition of The Republican Daily News B H R
as late as 1936. The authors and compilers of the eulogies
unanimously focused on Ge’s legend as a “banished
immortal” #{lll and her related works, reflecting how
the worship of goddesses and immortals influenced the
cult of talented women, as well as the shift in the

mid-Qing worldview.

Keywords:  Ge Xiuying, talented women culture, printing culture,

the Qianlong and Jiaqing transformation, banished immortal



