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Gender Politics in the Context of War:
Controversies over Women’s Fashion

Consumption and Government Control in

Chongqing

Tan Gang *
Abstract

During the War of Resistance against Japan, the
mass population migration from Jiangsu, Zhejiang, and
Shanghai to Chongqing significantly influenced the city’s
urban  landscape, particularly women’s  fashion
consumption. This  phenomenon  sparked social
controversies that highlighted the unique gender politics
of wartime Chongqing. These debates not only
perpetuated the core conflict from pre-war discussions,—
namely the tension between male-dominated traditional
aesthetics and  women’s increasing sense  of
autonomy,—but were also intensified by the war, with
resistance ideology emerging as a dominant force in
shaping said discourse. Simultancously, the Chongqing
municipal government leveraged the rhetoric of wartime
austerity to tighten its control, thereby politicizing
women’s fashion consumption to an unprecedented

degree. This gendered governance strategy mobilized
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women’s organizations to participate in regulatory efforts,
yet it also fomented gender-based dissent from various
societal sectors. Motreover, the presence of privileged
women’s groups and instances of gender collusion
undermined the efficacy of government control. The
gendered dilemma of state intervention illustrates that
wartime gender politics was not a straightforward binary
opposition between men and women but was intricately
intertwined with class divisions and economic conflicts.
The war thus transformed women’s fashion consumption
into a contested arena where narratives of resistance and
gendered power struggles intersected. This negotiation
process not only continued pre-war debates over
“modern” women and previous government regulatory
practices but also, influenced by large-scale interregional
migration and the harsh realities of war, reflected the
complex interplay of multiple power relations. In doing
so, it profoundly reveals the restructuring of gender
power dynamics within the context of the War of

Resistance.

Keywords: War of Resistance against Japan, Chongqing, women’s fashion
consumption, consumption controversies, government control,

gender politics



