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Silent Grief and Protest: Female Voice and
Affective Politics in the 1957 Liu Ziran
Incident through the Lens of Liu Aotehua

Wen Zhen-Wen*
Abstract

The 1957 “Liu Ziran Incident” stands as a pivotal
case symbolizing sovereign inequality and judicial
imbalance in U.S.—Taiwan relations during the Cold War.
When U.S. Army Sergeant Robert G. Reynolds(?—?) shot
and killed Liu Ziran ZIH R (1924-1957), a citizen of the
Republic of China, in Taipei and was later acquitted by a
US. military court, the verdict sparked public outrage and
the May 24 Incident. Yet within historical narratives, the
voice of the victim’s widow, Liu Aotehua 2B %E

(?=?) , has long been marginalized.

Drawing on the theoretical frameworks of affective
politics and gender performativity, the present article
explores how Liu Aotchua transformed private grief into
acts of public resistance through crying, petitioning, and
hunger strikes. By reconstructing relevant historical
materials, the study argues that Liu’s sorrow was not
merely an emotional response but an ethical questioning

of judicial injustice and national humiliation under the

*  Department of History, Fo Guang University
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Cold War order. Her body and emotions became a visible
political text—exposing the oppression of both state and
imperial power while revealing the agency of women as
historical actots.

At the same time, the media’s representation of her
mourning reflected the affective governance of Cold War
Taiwan: women’s grief was aestheticized as a moral
symbol yet depoliticized in meaning. This article contends
that Liu Aotchua’s tears functioned as both protest and
testimony. Her “spectacularized sorrow” unveils the
suppressed sense of justice and the historical potential of
female voices within the Cold War structure—turning
grief itself into an ethical language of historical

intervention.

politics, gender performativity, Cold War Taiwan
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