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Party Propaganda and Women’s Service:
Institutional Operations and Local Practices of
the Women’s Propaganda Network in 1950s
Taiwan

Lan Syuan-You *
Abstract

The present article examines the Women’s
Propaganda Network fiif 2 B {8 established by the
Kuomintang (KMT) Women’s Working Committee in
1950s Taiwan, analyzing its institutional development and
local operation within the broader structures of the
party-state and patriarchal society. Drawing on party
archives, newspapers, grassroots contributions—namely
written submissions , instructional materials, and oral
histories, the study teconstructs how the network
translated anti-communist propaganda into domestic
routines and community setvices. Under limited
resources, it relied on local women’s voluntary labor,
personal networks, bodily presentation, and maternal
authority to disseminate political messages in everyday
settings.

The analysis shows that the network functioned

*  University History and Archives Section, National Chengchi University
Libraries.
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both as an instrument of party-state penetration and as a
channel for women’s entry into civic life. Cases such as
local elections and the August 7 Floods (/\E7K¥ ) of
1959 reveal how it consolidated KMT grassroots support
while reinforcing gendered expectations of unpaid service
and contributing to the emergence of a “women’s vote.”
The network thus illuminates the localized and gendered

modalities of Cold War mobilization in Taiwan.

Keywords: KMT Women’s Working Committee, Women’s Propaganda
Network, voluntary women cadres, political propaganda,

community service
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