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The Daily Life and Official Career of a Zongli Yamen

Secretary: Chengzhai Riji and Yang Yizhi

Li Wenjie*

Abstract

The of Chengzhai Riji is a record of the daily life of Yang Yizhi, a
Secretary (zhangjing) of the Zongli Yamen, recording events from the
autumn of 1887 to the spring of 1890. This dairy displays a series of details
about the ways in which the Zongli Yamen dealt with foreign affairs, as well
as the daily life and the thought of its Secretaries, the men who were
supposed to handle the routine affairs of the Zongli Yamen.

The ministry was founded to manage the foreign relations of the Qing
dynasty, yet it had no full-time secretaries. Its part-time officials lacked
knowledge of international conditions. What they were concerned about
was not foreign affairs or diplomacy, but how to promote themselves to
higher posts through baojiang, the reward system of the Zongli Yamen.
The experience of Yang Yizhi at the Zongli Yamen suggests that this part of
the bureaucratic system of the Qing Dynasty was incompatible with

cultivating professional diplomatic talent.

Keywords: Yang Yizhi, Chengzhai Riji, Zongli Yamen, secretaries

(zhangjing) of the Zongli Yamen, reward system, promotion
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