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49 Minutes of the Sixty-Fifth Session of the Council, Twentieth Meeting, 4.30 p.m., Dec. 10“‘,

1931(Paris), League of Nations Official Journal, 1931, pp. 2380-2381.
30 Minutes of the Sixty-Fifth Session of the Council, Twentieth Meeting, p. 2382.
31 Second Meeting of the General Commission, 10.30 a.m., Mar. Sth, 1932 (Geneva), Text of the

Debates, 1932, v.1, pp. 47-49.
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32 Minutes of the Sixty-Fifth Session of the Council, Twentieth Meeting, pp. 2377-2378.
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Third Meeting of the General Commission, 3.30 p.m., Mar. Sth, 1932 (Geneva), Text of the Debates,
1932, v.1, pp. 55-56.

Eleventh Plenary Meeting of the Assembly, 10.45 a.m., Dec. 7", 1932 (Geneva), Text of the
Debates, 1932, v.3, pp. 41-42.

33 Eleventh Plenary Meeting of the Assembly, pp. 44-46.
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37 Third Meeting of the General Commission, pp. 55-56.
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Fifth Meeting of the General Commission, 3.30 p.m., Mar. 8”’, 1932 (Geneva), Text of the Debates,
1932, v.1, pp. 71-72.

Second Meeting of the General Commission, pp. 49-51.
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Seventeenth Plenary Meeting of the Assembly, 10.30 a.m., Feb. 24", 1933 (Geneva), Text of the
Debates, 1933, v.4, pp. 20-22.
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Debates, 1932, v.1 pp. 81-82.

Seventh Meeting of the General Commission, 5 p.m., Mar. llth, 1932 (Geneva), Text of the Debates,
1932, v.1, pp. 86-87.
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Appealing to World Opinion: The League of Nations’
Discussion of the Mukden Incident, 1931-1933

Huang Tzu-chin’

Abstract

The League of Nations was established to bring the principle of
democracy into international relations. Many League members were thus
inclined to take a severe stance in September 1931 following Japan’s
invasion of Chinese territories. However, from the viewpoint of permanent
members of the council such as England and France, the key to maintaining
peace lay in avoiding interference in another Power’s sphere of influence.
Thus the League initially treated the Mukden Incident as a conflict between
China and Japan that the two parties should negotiate themselves.

However, this decision was made before Japan’s surprise attack in
Shanghai that threatened the Western Powers’ interests. Under these new
circumstances, the Western Powers sent the conflict between Japan and
China to the Assembly under Article 15. This allowed China’s appeal to
finally be noticed internationally. When the League repudiated
Manchukuo, Japan left the League and, deprived of this platform for
international communication, Japan was forced to join forces with Germany

and Italy.

Keywords: world opinion, Leagues of Nations, Mukden Incident
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