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Demographic Structures and Ethnic Relations in
Wuniulan Village during the Japanese Colonial Era

Chiu Cheng-lueh* - Paul R. Katz~

Abstract

This article attempts to enhance our understanding of ethnic relations in
modern Taiwanese history by utilizing demographic records and other
sources to explore the history of Wuniulan Village B4+ during the
Japanese colonial era. Located on the western edge of the Puli }fjE basin
(in today’s Nantou [F#¢ County, central Taiwan), Wuniulan Village
consisted of the three Plains Aborigine (pingpuzu ZF1fif%) communities
known as Wuniulan B 4-#§, Alishi ] B 57, and Damalin K 5 5.
Wuniulan Village was noteworthy for the size of its Plains Aborigine
population (who remained a majority up to the end of colonial rule), as well
as its venerable Presbyterian church. It was also home to the descendents of
the Plains Aborigine elite Wang Qilin 2Jillii, who supported the Japanese
during their occupation of Puli during the late 1890s.

Our research examines Wuniulan Village’s historical development from
the perspectives of demographic structures and ethnic relations. For the
former topic, we developed a new computer database for compiling and
analyzing data on marriages and adoptions preserved in colonial-era
household registers and other demographic sources, which shed new light on
local population patterns and ethnic structures. For the latter, we relied on a
wide range of historical documents to trace the interaction among different

ethnic groups in Wuniulan, as well as between Wuniulan and neighboring

General Education Center, Tainan University of Technology
3k

Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica
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communities. We also paid close attention to the growth of this area’s elite

families, as well as their role in its ethnic relations.

Keywords: Wuniulan Village, household registers, adoption networks,

marriage networks, ethnic relations
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