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1 Beatrice Farnsworth, Aleksandra Kollontai: Socialism, Feminism, and the Bolshevik
Revolution (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1980), p. 137.
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Sowjet (Vienna), 8/9, 10/11 (1920). La familleet!’Etatcommuniste (Paris: Bib. Communiste,
1920; Brussels: Ed. communiste, 1921). “La famiglia e lo Statocomunista,” Communismo,
Rivistadella III Internazionale, 1919-20, pp. 617-630. = O+& % {é M 3354
2157 3 ¥ 4 B Barbara Clements, Bolshevik Feminist: The Life of Aleksandra Kollontai
(Bloomington and London: Indiana University Press, 1979), pp. 323-324.
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Beatrice Farnsworth, Aleksandra Kollontai, pp.105-126; Barbara Clements, Bolshevik
Feminist: The Life of Aleksandra Kollontai, pp. 122-148.

14 Beatrice Farnsworth, Aleksandra Kollontai, p. 120.

15 Barbara Clements, Bolshevik Feminist: The Life of Aleksandra Kollontai, p. 140.

16  Beatrice Farnsworth, Aleksandra Kollontai, pp. 134-137.
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¥ ¥ 5L Beatrice Farnsworth, “Kollontai, Communism and the Family,” in Aleksandra
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23 A. Kommontaii, “Kak mer co3Banu [lepBrrit Beepoccuiickuii cpe3n pabOHUIT M KPECTHSIHOK,”
Kommynucmra, 11 (Hos6ps 1923), C. 5.

24  Clements, Bolshevik Feminist: The Life of Aleksandra Kollontai, p. 155.
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Women, 1917-1930,” Russian History 3, part 2 (1976), pp. 176-178; Clements, Bolshevik
Feminist: The Life of Aleksandra Kollontai, pp. 149-177; Beatrice Farnsworth, Aleksandra
Kollontai, pp. 137-164.
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Transmitting and Translating
Communism and the Family: Kollontai in

New Russia, the Early Soviet Union and
the May Fourth China before 1924

Hsiang-Yin Sasha Chen

Abstract

This article studies the Marxist feminist ideas and ideology of Aleksandra
Kollontai in New Russia, the early Soviet Union and the May Fourth China before
1924, with the specific reference to both transmission and translation of Communism
and the Family. The first section shows how Kollontai depicts the blue print of “new
women” in this text under the political context of Lenin’s hegemony, analyzing her
conception of constructing the female “self” within the future Soviet family, public
property and the communist state. Factors, such as the relation between this source
text and the target text Communism and the Family, the connection between Kollontai’s
writing motivations and Mao Dun’s translating purposes, the interaction between
transmitting functions of Soviet propagandas and manipulating mechanisms of
Chinese communist organizations, and the political environments and historical
developments in the eatly Soviet Union and the May Fourth China, are all investigated
in the second part. Demonstrating the development of how this work travels in the
last section, I argue that Russian and Chinese male Communists usually employed the
so-called “solving women’s questions” to achieve their patriarchal and political aims
when they encountered serious defeat in the 1920s. Paradoxically, Kollontai, as a

nonconformist and a rebellious politician, survived Tsarism, Leninism and Stalinism,
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suggesting that the power of marginalization can simultaneously conspire with and
2g g p g y p

against the hegemony.

Key Words: Soviet-Chinese communist propagandas, new women, Fawily and
the Communist State, The Family for the Future Society, Kollontai,
Mao Dun



