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Women Intellectual Youth in the
Countryside during the Early
Sino-Japanese War: The Case of Jiangxi

Huei-ling Ke

Abstract

The Sino-Japanese War reopened a space for the women’s movement to assert
its political and social claims after the Northern Expedition. The war saw numerous
calls to unite all the women of the nation under the banner of national salvation.
Since peasant women the majority of China’s women, the women’s movement turned
to the question of how best to mobilize them. After the war began, a great number of
urban women moved inland, and they combined the goal of women’s emancipation
with the goal of national liberation, thus reconstructing the basic mission of women
intellectual youth. The goal of mobilizing peasant women created a new direction
during the war, and women intellectual cadres’ new work experience taught the
women’s movement how to go deep into the populace. Journals, newspapers, and
public documents did not entirely represent the voices of peasant women, since the
lives of the educated youth remained so different, but rather to some extent the
“othering” of peasant women by women cadres. This article thus focuses on the
process of the mobilization of peasant women in Jiangxi Province by women

intellectual youth during the war.

Key Words: Sino-Japanese War, women, village, mobilization



