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Studies on the May Fourth Journal
Xin funii (New Women)

Fei Yao

Abstract

Xin funii, which was published during the May 4th period, used Western feminist
theory to understand Chinese women’s lives. The editors discussed marriage, family,
labor issues—all topics that were popular in the May 4th period—through essays,
poetry, fiction, drama, and other textual forms, and advocated the creation of new
women in order to improve Chinese society. In later volumes, Xin funii advocated
Marxist theories of the emancipation of women, thus becoming the first women’s
magazine in China to advocate a Marxits view of women.

After carefully analyzing Xin funii, 1 conclude that the magazine has three
important characteristics. First, although the magazine can’t be compared with Xin
gingnian in theory or Funii zazghi in actual effect, it attractged female student readers by
explaining profound theories in simple language and fresh and friendly form. It thus
became a notable New Culture movement periodical. Second, since it also possessed
something of the temperament of a women’s school newsletter, Xin funii exemplified
the real situation facing the women’s liberation movement in the May 4th period.
Last but not least, X7 funii was a conscious response to the ideas of the New Culture
movement that were being disseminated in newspapers and periodicals such as Xin
gingnian. As new intellectuals themselves enlightened by the New Culture movement,
the editors in turn sought to enlighten female students and become their ideological

mentors. Under the influence of male intellectual discourse, female students
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expressed their strong desire to equal education with male students, self-determination
in love affairs, freedom of social contact, and other radical ideas. This represented a
real process of enlightenment. Even the appearance of Marxist theory was also a
reflection on how the ideological trends of the New Culture movement influenced
the changing discourse of Xin funii. From the viewpoint of communication history,

Xin funii has unique research value.

Key Words: Xin funii, New Women, May 4th enlightenment, gender discourse,

Marxist theory of the emancipation of women
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