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A Study of the Military Maneuvers of the Beiyang New Army
in the Late Qing

Peng He-chao

Abstract

The Qing Army began to carry out military exercises after the
Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895. Yuan Shikai carried out military maneuvers
in the process of training the New Army in Xiaozhan. The Beiyang New
Army military maneuvers inherited Yuan’s approach and further enriched its
form. When each Division was established or trained for three years, then the
Qing government would carry out military maneuvers for review. Each
Division or two Divisions would carry out military maneuvers for training in the
fall to increase their fighting capacity. The Beiyang New Army carried out its
first large-scale military maneuvers in Hejian in the fall of 1905, followed by
large-scale military maneuvers in Zhangde in the fall of 1906 and Yongping in
the fall of 1911. Compared to the Xiaozhan military confrontation training, the
Beiyang New Army training included a variety of new features, which improved
its capabilities and also promoted the New Army’s modernization toward the
end of the Qing Dynasty. The Beiyang New Army became the best of the best
because of its military maneuvers. However, the military maneuvers also
accelerated the implementation of the Qing court’s centralization policies to

some extent.

Keywords: Beiyang New Army, military maneuvers, Yuan Shikai,
Xiaozhan Army, military confrontation training
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