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The Conceptual History of “Colony” in Modern China:
From “New Term” to “Keyword”

Pan Kuang-che”

Abstract

This essay focuses on the conceptual history of the term “colony” since
the mid-1890s, telling the story of how it was created as a “new term” as well
as the circulation of this term in modern China. One particularly striking
phenomenon occurred when “colony” was combined with “imperialism,”
another “new term” that appeared during the late 1890s, with both terms then
transformed into normative vocabulary used to interpret the world and history.
In the end, the term “colony” developed into a “keyword” that proved to be a
driving force for establishing nationalist agendas in modern China.

Keywords: colony, imperialism, new terms, keywords, nationalism
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