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Zhang Zhong-min*

Abstract

This article focuses on counterfeit Chinese medicine advertisements in
Shanghai during the late Qing, and also consults related sources from the
Republican period. 1 illustrate the procedures behind the creation of
advertisements and the reactions of their readers and consumers, thereby
revealing how these medicine advertisements were actually made. They
were produced by professional writers hired by the pharmacies; the supposed
endorsements provided in the advertisements were also elaborate frauds,
which in fact could not guarantee cures, and were not even the real reactions of
consumers. Although this counterfeiting was exposed and criticized by
people at that time, most of the pharmacies were never penalized; their
medicines and advertisements remained welcome in the media, and continued
to wield an enormous influence on the construction of the culture of the tonic

and consumption in modern China.

Keywords: advertisements, pharmacies of Shanghai, Western medicine,
expert testimony, counterfeiting
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