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and Belief: A New Sociology of Knowledge? (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1986), p. 267 °
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10 E. Richard Brown, Rockefeller Medicine Men: Medicine and Capitalism in America (Berkley, Los

Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1979), p. 104.
E. Richard Brown, “Public Health in Imperialism: Early Rockefeller Programs at Home and Abroad,”
American Journal of Public Health, 66:9, p. 901.
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“Activities of the China Medical Board,” The Peking Daily News, 19 September, 1921.

Roger Greene to Vincent, December 27, 1927, Folder 366, Box 44, Rockefeller Foundation Records

RF, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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AR BB B R AR 1R IRTS  Roy MacLeod, Disease, Medicine and Empire: Perspectives on

Western Medicine and the Experience of European Expansion (London and New York: Routledge,

1988), pp. 3-4 °

E. Richard Brown, “Public Health in Imperialism: Early Rockefeller Programs at Home and Abroad,”

American Journal of Public Health, 66:9, pp. 900-901.
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16 Selskar M. Gunn, “China and the Rockefeller Foundation,” Folder 129, Box 12, RF, Rockefeller

Archive Center.
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18 “IHB Report,” Folder 14, Box 66, Alan Manson Chesney Medical Archives.
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2 “Interview with Dr. J. B. Grant,” Oral Histories, RG13, RF, Rockefeller Archive Center, p. 142.

Clifford Wells to Gilfoy, July 18, 1921, Folder 802, Box 78, China Medical Board of New York
(CMB), Rockefeller Archive Center.

IEHRGERS © IR 4B BIE TER R RIS R RE 77 > $13E S Rt 7 RIS Sk 2 42 45 2 Ji 6l
f ELEY © Roger Greene to Vincent, August 16, 1929, Folder 529, Box 75, CMB, Rockefeller Archive
Center ° BH AR : WL4E MEH R TERATHE  RIRBEIARKCA 1 < BUKH > (2
TS A BLER B AR TR —— B al b B RAE R MAE) - A BB > (BIEIR It B
PREE R AERZE) (2] WP ER > 1989) » H 99 °

Roger Greene to H. S. Houghton, February 14, 1922, Folder 525, Box 75, CMB, Rockefeller Archive
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J. B. Grant to Victor Heiser, July 13, 1922, Folder 1804, Box 78, CMB, Rockefeller Archive Center.
Selskar M. Gunn, “China and the Rockefeller Foundation,” Folder 129, Box 12, RF, Rockefeller
Archive Center.

J. B. Grant to Victor Heiser, November 28, 1921, Folder 802, Box 78, CMB, Rockefeller Archive
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33 J. B. Grant to Victor Heiser, February 23, 1922, Folder 1803, Box 78, RF, Rockefeller Archive
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Institutional Diffusion and Localization:
John B. Grant’s Public Health Experiments in Beijing,
1921-1925

Du Lihong”

Abstract

In 1921 John B. Grant was sent to China by the International Health
Board of the Rockefeller Foundation, thus furthering the institutional
diffusion of American public health policies in Beijing. To gain the support
of the Foundation, Grant proposed opening a health department in the Union
Medical College and setting up a health center to practice medicine and train
health workers based on clinical and preventive medicine. In 1924, the
Foundation agreed to give him financial support. Grant took advantage of
his existing social networks to set up a public health station under the
auspices of the Police Department. Grant controlled the station’s finances
and personnel, which ensured that the station adhered to the principles of
scientific medicine. The station fundamentally influenced institutional
changes to public health services across Beijing, representing both
institutional diffusion and localization. It had to obey the basic principles
of the Foundation lest it lose financial support, while it had to meet the
requirement of the local government lest it lose political support.

Keywords: Rockefeller Foundation, institutional diffusion, localization,
public health
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