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Committee, Subiaco Sub-Committee, Victoria Park Sub-Committee...... °
“The Women’s Exhibition. Remarkable Success,” Western Mail 24
August 1907, p. 39, Article.

“Australian Exhibition of Woman’s Work,” The Border Watch (Mount
Gambier) 3 April 1907, p. 4, Article.

»  Elizabeth Taylor, “Lady Northcote: Leading Light and Sponsor of the
First Australian Exhibition of Women’s Work,” pp. 38-42.

“Women’s Work. A Cosmopolitan Exhibition. The Opening Ceremony,
Melbourne, October 23,” The Advertiser 24 October 1907, p. 7, Article.
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“Australian Exhibition of Women’s Work,” The Queenslander 6 July

1907, p. 7, Article; “Women’s Work Exhibition. The Opening Ceremony.

A Brilliant Gathering. The Royal Exhibits. (From Our Special

Representative.) Melbourne, October 25,” The Queenslander 9 November

1907, p. 7, Article.
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6 “The International Fancy Fair and Fete,” The North-China Herald, 31
May 1907, p. 527, “The success of the Féte was assured when the ladies
of the several Consulates accorded it their active support.”
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%2 “The International Fair and Fete,” The North-China Herald, 24 May
1907, p. 485.
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Women and Exhibitions: A Case
Study of Two Exhibitions in 1907

Fang-cheng Wu'

Abstract

Systems of gender roles have long constituted one of
the institutions that contribute to the stability of society. At
the beginning of the twentieth century, Chinese society
underwent a major reconstruction of gender roles. This
article aims neither to investigate a more or less vague
awakening of female consciousness, nor to list the political
claims made for gender equality, but rather highlights those
institutions that incited Chinese women to play a more
active role in society, even unconsciously. This article
focuses on a new type of public activity in which visibility
was sine qua non: exhibitions.

Two exhibitions held in 1907 are examined here. The
first is the First Australian Exhibition of Woman’s Work at
Melbourne, in which China participated. The second is the
International Fancy Fair and Féte at Shanghai, which
mobilized the international community of women in the
Settlement. Both exhibitions shared the particularity of

having been exclusively of and by women, at least in
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principle. China’s response revealed the intention of
incorporating women into a national productive force,
without being fully aware of the repercussions on women’s
social status. China’s participation offered an opportunity
for women to gain a larger social space, and consequently to

question the older system of gender roles.

Keywords: gender roles, institutions, exhibitions, Australian
Exhibition of Woman’s Work, International Fancy

Fair and Féte





