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Narrative of Twenty Years of Experience (London: Hurst and Blackett,
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Parker: Missionary, Physician and Diplomatist, the Father of Medical
Missions and Founder of the Ophthalmic Hospital in Canton
(Wilmington: Scholarly Resources, 1896); Eugene M. Blake, “Yale’s
First Ophthalmologist — The Reverend Peter Parker, M.D.,” Yale Journal
of Biology and Medicine 3:5 (1931), pp. 387-396; Edward H. Hume,
“Peter Parker and the Introduction of Anesthesia into China,” Journal of
the History of Medicine 1 (1946), pp. 670-674; Gerold H. Choa, “‘Heal
the Sick’ was Their Motto: The Protestant Medical Missionaries in
China” (Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 1990); Sara W. Tucker,
“The Canton Hospital and Medicine in Nineteenth Century China,
1835-1900” (Ph.D. dissertation, Indiana Univeristy,1983); Larissa N.
Heinrich, The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body
between China and the West (Durham: Duke University Press, 2008); D.
Kang, “Women’s Healing Spaces: A Case Study of the Female Patients
and their Foreign Doctor in the Canton Hospital, 1835-55.”



82 AR B I 2 ST SE - 5 26 1

T BRI o 0 BB AN RS R % > H
AP T ~ T ~ Arll > B~ JEs > =83k~ 5
M0 Gils 7B S - © FHEE —RIEH R EE E 5
AL o MESRENIRHIY A EE 0 08 T 2 E O B R NS
FERL - A HALH R BHIRE » @k % BoE &8 R IR E X
FrB& R {E P - Rosemary Fitzgeraldi®fs > FEIRIKE P 7 #
% W 1 AT P A s i ROwE[E A EN B~ FhBOE R R 0 B
BT LA MR E R AU AES » B4R 7S H - he s & it A
Rputge > LHZRmZ - IERAH R E =g
FELE > AN FREXR BB B R - B aa b 32 BAE B T
TS0 Tz E38 o B2A > Fitzgeraldal 15 & I B 3 AE
B SE R koAt » DURCBE AEAE 7Y J5 AL e L B4R 71 » ST BE R
B AR E B o @

e R fi BUSE & 1F T R R I Rt % > WA RS T
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Hundred Years of the Canton Hospital, 1835-1935 (Shanghai: Kelly and
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Compassion for the Healing of the Nations: A Study of Medical Mission
for Women (West Medford: The Central Committee on the United Study
of Foreign Missions, 1919), p. 114.

62 TFitzgerald, “Rescue and Redemption: The Rise of Female Medical

Missions in Colonial India during the Late Nineteenth and Early

Twentieth Centuries,” pp. 66-67.
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3 Edward H. Paterson, 4 Hospital for Hong Kong: The Century History of

the Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital (Hong Kong: Alice Ho Miu
Ling Nethersole Hospital, 1987), p. 15.

Paterson, A Hospital for Hong Kong: The Century History of the Alice Ho
Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital, p. 14.
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History (Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 2012), pp. 543-570; B &

k% (FERREMT) (RE R L8R4 1997) -
Helen Stevens, “Decennial Report 1891-1900,” University of London
SOAS Archive, CWM/LMS/South China/Reports/Box 2.
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Helen Stevens, “Report 1892 Hospital Work in Hong Kong,” University

of London SOAS Archive, CWM/LMS/South China/Reports/Box 2.
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of Urban Christian Women in Nmeteenth Century South China: With
Special Reference to Missionary-Related Sources,” p. 554.
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2 Vaughan, Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness, p. 23.
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Dissertation, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2013).

" Sinn, Power and Charity: A Chinese Merchant Elite in Colonial Hong
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of a Chinese Custom (Hong Kong: Oxford University Press, 1988); Maria

Jaschok & Suzanne Miers, eds., Women and Chinese Patriarchy:
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Submission, Servitude and Escape (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University
Press, 1994); £i3 P » (LM & © 7 WL LT HH) -
John M. Carroll, “A National Custom: Debating Female Servitude in Late
Nineteenth-Century Hong Kong,” Modern Asian Studies 46:6 (November
2009), p. 1467.

Elizabeth Y. Sinn, “Chinese Patriarchy and the Protection of Women in

80

81

19th-century Hong Kong,” in Maria Jaschok & Suzanne Miers, eds.,
Women and Chinese Patriarchy: Submission, Servitude and Escape
(Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 1994), p. 143.
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and Women: Female Chinese

Patients and Colonial Medicine in

Hong Kong (1841-1900)

David J. Kang”

Abstract

In May 1894 when the bubonic plague broke out in
Hong Kong, the colonial government was forced to provide
health care for the Chinese in order to protect the European
community and the trading activities of the colony. The
outbreak thus became an important turning point in Hong
Kong’s medical history, also influencing female Chinese
patients’ healing practices, despite the fact that Western
medical science had not discovered an effective treatment
for bubonic plague. This article examines different ways
female Chinese patients accessed Western medicine during
the plague outbreak. According to the official statistics, the
mortality rate of female Chinese plague patients was higher
than that of their male counterparts. Nonetheless, the
colonial government continued to disregard these female
patients and refused to actively provide appropriate

measures for them to access Western medicine and to
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approach foreign male doctors. When investigating and
cleansing Chinese homes, officials failed to realize the
significance of female plague patients even after disturbing
the lives of Chinese women and challenging their caretaking
roles. On the other hand, when the Chinese in the colony
were willing to try various treatment methods during
emergencies, some female Chinese patients made contact
with  Western medicine. While the British colonial
government disregarded female Chinese patients, medical
missionaries actively approached Chinese women for the
sake of evangelism. Missionary hospitals implemented
various measures in order to attract female patients, such as
recruiting and training Chinese nurses; these nurses made
important contributions during the plague outbreak. In
addition, the Chinese Tung Wah Hospital was forced to
provide Western medicine under government regulation
during the outbreak, hence becoming another important
venue for Chinese women in the colony to access Western

medical treatment.

Key words: women’s health care, history of Hong Kong,
bubonic plague, colonial medicine





