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Image, Technology, and Gender
in Sino-Japanese Exchanges
during the late Qing: A Study of
the [ingying xiaosheng chuji

Yu-chih Lai"

Abstract

In 1887, the owner of a publishing house, the
Lunhuaguan, printed illustrated biographies of famous
courtesans in Shanghai entitled Jingying xiaosheng chuji
(Mirror Reflections and Flute Sounds: First Collection) and
mobilized a media campaign in the Shenbao newspaper to
promote the publication. It had not been uncommon to
publish biographies or images of famous courtesans since
the flourishing of courtesan culture in the Ming and Qing
periods. However, as opposed to eatlier or even contemporary
publications of a similar kind, which were either printed
from woodblocks or using lithography, Jingying xiaosheng
chuji was printed in Japan by means of copperplate
engraving. It is worthnoting that the 1880s, when the book
was published, was a crucial period in the publishing

industry in Shanghai. It was a time that traditional
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woodblock printing, lithography from the West, and
copperplate printing brought from Japan were waging a
battle for market supremacy. This article focuses on the
publication of Jingying xiaosheng chuji. It first determines
who the owner of Lunhuaguan was and goes on to analyze
the book’s publication and effects. Who comprised the
publication team? Why did the owner decide to choose
copperplate printing for the images of famous courtesans?
Did his choice have anything to do with the nature of this
specific genre? How was this old genre now revised by new
technology received by readers at the time? Most importantly,
did Japan, as the source of its printing technology,
contribute to the specific style of the images in the book?
This paper will explore how gender was constructed and
mediated through transcultural technology, resulting in a

new formation or perception of gender in the making.

Key Words: Jingying xiaosheng chuji, copperplate printing in
Shanghai, Sino-Japanese print culture, gender and
technology, illustrated biographies of famous

courtesans



	論　　著

