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Home Economics and the
Modern Housewife: An Analysis
of Shao Piaoping’s Practical
Financial Methods for a Home

Hsu-chi Chou”

Abstract

The publication of the Chinese version of Practical
Financial Methods for a Homein Republican China was
indicative of a shifting mindset among intellectuals that
home economics and women’s work as a housewife were no
longer merely a private matter but rather a public issue
worthy of broader discussion. Its publication was closely
linked to the Yuan Shikai government’s advocacy of an ideal
conceptof womanhood summed up by the Chinese phrase
“virtuous wife and good mother”, as well as societal
exhortations towomen education to focus on home
economics and housekeeping. The work extolls the value of
“professional housewives”, emphasizing the importance of
this new role for wives. This emerging attitude stood in

sharp contrast to the traditional Chinese responsibility for
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financial planning as largely belonging to the male head of
the household. It also evaded the generational problem of
struggles  for power between daughter-in-law and
mother-in-law. This book was continually published and
circulated during the Republican Period, indicating the
lasting and widespread Japanese intellectual influence on the
field of home economics in China, with notable impact upon
young Chinese student readers in particular. This article
analyses the book’s discourse on home economics and its
influence on contemporary readers, thereby allowing scholars
to reconsider past views among historians that Chinese
home economics was a field largely emerging from the influx

of Western ideas and thought.

Key Words: Home economics, housewife, housekeeping,

nationalism



	論　　著

