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Individual Experience and the
Public Sphere: “Readers’ Letters”
on the Ladies’ Journal (1915-1931)

Wei-chun Yeh”

Abstract

Intellectuals occupy many primary positions in the
public sphere. As a result, the general population is treated
as the subject of enlightenment. This method of
disseminating information is generally one-way and may
increase the difficulty of accurately gauging the social impact
of information.

In this study, the author analyzes the readers’ letters on
the Ladies’ Journal with high circulation and history in China.
The questions addressed include the following: how do the
letters establish an effective method of communication
between the general public and an individual; how can
gender impact the citizens communicate, and how can the
readers influence the public?

The results show that men exposed more emotional
writing in the public domain of gender issues, but women
were more self-reserved and maintained the hard-won public

space. Male editors were more likely to compile male

Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica.
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experiences as accusations of backward marriages, but he
can’t grasp different and scattered experiences of female
stories. The editor challenged the social boundaries of “sex”
to conflict with some readers, therefore he close the
“readers’ letters column”, and canceled the public discussion
space. On the whole, the May Fourth Movement led to the
freedom of media to promote the readers’ personal
experience, and the less mention of the “state”, but such
liberal feminism would soon become national feminism as

the war approaching.

Key Words: gender, individual experience, the Ladies’ Journal,
public sphere, readers’ letters
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