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Historical Narrative and Literary
Representation: The Death of a Woman
Spy in the Discourse of Modern
Chinese Nationalism and Gender
Relations

Lo Jiu-jung
Abstract

While war kills and destroys, it also releases forces that open up new horizons
for women. For some women, the fact that old values and role’s are no longer
adequate to meet the turbulence of war opens up new possibilities for self-assertion.
Focusing on one female secret agent who sacrificed her life for the country, this
paper explores the relationship between the discourses of modern Chinese
nationalism and gender relations against the background of the Second
Sino-Japanese war. Using archival materials and personal memoirs, I try to
reconstruct how this particular female secret agent exploited men’s fantasies about
women, both to her advantage and to her ruin. I also explore the ways in which her
story was interpreted and re-presented by contemporaries as well as by future
generations to show how historical narrative and literary representation are

interwoven into each other. Together they enrich the textual as well as contextual
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analysis of modern Chinese nationalism and gender relations.

Key Words: gender, intelligence, woman spy, Sino-Japanese war, Wang

Jingwei regime





