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Becoming A “Female” Soldier: A Study of
Xie Bingying’s Military Career Essays

Chia-hsien Yang *

Abstract

Xie Bingying (#{Uk%) was among only few female
writers in the Modern Chinese literature who really held a
military career. Her first-hand frontline experience was part
of her abundant inspiration for writing. As a woman of the
new era, she left home and strived for finding her love
relationship freely and getting education. She deliberately
chose to join the military, which traditionally was considered
to be exclusively for male, and took the responsibility of the
country or even the people, as a figure of “female solider” in
the literary history. The essay is on three books: War Diary
(JeHEHED) written during Xie’s participation as a regular
Nationalist soldier in the Northern Expedition, the New
War Diary Gi{¢#H HEL) written during her organization of
Hunan Women Battlefield Service Corp., and A Woman
Soldier’s Own Story (—fHZ FHIH ) published between
two duties and considered to be somehow autobiographical.

While women join military or engage frontline service,

does it mean that the status of the gender is raised? The

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Tsing Hua

University
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military is a total institution that is isolated from others. The
members in it go through unified, repetitive, and group
daily routines, under authoritarian control, prearranged
schedules, policy-controlled outfits and bodies, and undergo
re-socialization. Hence, a member only could obey and fit in
the institution, and there was no exception for female
soldiers. Thus, once accepted same training, female soldiers
were still thought to only fit for pacification and nursing
assignments, not to be fighting on the battleground frontline.
The male-personification of military training could not
rewrite the gender-division; in the other words, a “female
soldier” was an extension into the public sphere from the
female’s role in the private sphere, only to make the
domestic labors public.

With the strong identification of military image aiming
to eliminate enemies, and to save the country, Xie’s
autobiographical writing of military career, from the
beginning, the biological identity of “female” had been
crushed by the self-forging of identity of “solider.”
Everything considered as part of “female” identity was
eliminated for good under the premise of the “solider”
identity fulfillment. The love desiring body and the state
loving body were mutually exclusive. At the same time,
when a female entered the military, a muscular territory, not
only daily life suffered; further, the difference of physical
strength and health would have made a “female soldier”
even lesser than a conventional sense of “soldier.”

Is having women in the military liberating or under a
discipline? After experiencing the complicated matters of
being “female” and “soldier,” Xie wished to strip “female”

from the “soldier” identity. In fact, whether the “female”
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character should remain, it depended on if it could be
utilized in the war time. Ultimately, she recognized that she
was only a “female soldier” which was still different from a

“soldier.”

Key Words: Xie Bingying, woman soldier, total institution,
gender consciousness, Northern Expedition,
Second Sino-Japanese War
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