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The Transition of North China’s Rural Leadership in the
Twentieth Century: An Oral History Investigation

Chen Yao-huang

Abstract

This article reexamines the transition of North China’s rural leadership
in the twentieth century using the Mantetsu surveys and other scholars’
village studies of North China. Scholars such as Prasenjit Duara also used
Mantetsu surveys to explore rural North China before 1949, and Duara
proposed the famous theory of state involution. This article will also
review this theory. Moreover, this article further explores the transition of
North China’s rural leadership after 1949. Was there any difference
between North China’s rural leadership before and after 1949? And what
happened to North China’s rural leadership in the 1950s, 1960s, and after the
economic reform of China in 1980s? Finally, how did objective context
and state policy influence the transition of North China’s rural leadership?
This article targets these subjects.

Keywords: village surveys of Mantetsu, oral history, state involution,

rural leaders, rural cadres

*  Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica

-88-





