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Household Necessities:

Popular Science in The Ladies’ Journal (Funii zazhi)

before the May Fourth Movement, 1915-1919

Hsiang-Fu Huang*

Abstract

Recent scholarship has noticed the contributions of The Ladies’ Journal
(Funii zazhi), published by the Commercial Press in Shanghai, to
communicating scientific knowledge to general readers. However, most
studies still focus on the themes of enlightenment that stemmed from the New
Culture movement, while The Ladies’ Journal featured abundant popular
science coverage, including medicine, hygiene, pedagogy, physical and life
sciences, along with a great number of practical articles on home economics.
The Ladies’ Journal’s emphasis on the family was influenced by two factors:
the ideology of ideal womanhood (“good wife and wise mother”) from Meiji
Japan, and the vision of utilizing science to reform domestic life as well as
society. Two of its editors, Wang Yunzhang and Hu Binxia, were pivotal
figures in shaping the representation of science in the early magazine. Both
editors emphasized the need to popularize women’s education. Depictions of
improving domestic life and popular education in The Ladies’ Journal before
the May Fourth Movement reflected a vision of modern life held by
contemporary intellectuals. They also provided an alternative enlightenment

different from the New Culture movement’s mode.

Keywords: Funii zazhi, Wang Yunzhang, Hu Binxia, popular science,

improving domestic life
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