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Medical Treatment, Law and Local Society:
A Re-exmination of the “Liu Liang Medical Case” in the Republic of China

Ji Ling-hui”

Abstract

The “Liu Liang medical case” refers to a famous dispute in modern
Chinese history. In July 1929, Mr. and Mrs. Liu Liqing had sent their
young son, Liu Xuande, to Xiangya Hospital and Qiu Ming Hospital for
diagnosis and treatment. Unexpectedly, after he used Antipyrine given him
by the physician Liang Hongxun, Xuande died within a day. This led to
nearly six years of legal proceedings. Broadly speaking, the case evolved
from civil mediation to public opinion, and from criminal proceedings to
civil proceedings.  Throughout this process, not only did the family of the
deceased boy and the doctor constantly accuse and litigate against each other,
but also many forces emerged around the identification of the right to this
discourse of contention. In that sense, the medical dispute itself was not a
static site of binary opposition. Rather, it was the result of the overlapping
and entanglement of many historical processes, such as medicalization,
judicialization, socialization and localization. The “Liu Liang medical
case” highlights the structure and hierarchy of medical disputes in modern
China, reflecting the multi-dimensional nature of the historical local medical

ecology of the Republic of China.

Keywords: Liu Liqing, Liang Hongxun, medical disputes, drug

identification Report, National Federation of Physicians
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