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The Guomindang’s Provincial Party Headquarters in Shanxi:

A Study of Organization and Personnel, 1938-1944
Liang Xinlei®

Abstract

After the outbreak of the Anti-Japanese War, a cooperative relationship
was established between Yan Xishan and the Guomindang (GMD,
Kuomintang), to make it possible for the GMD to return to Shanxi Province.
However, Yan Xishan’s forces that circled between the GMD, the Chinese
Communist Party, and Japan also spontaneously formed an organization with
the nature of a local political party, the National Revolutionary Comrades’
Association, to compete with the forces of all parties. In order to maintain
cooperation with Yan, Chiang Kai-shek tried to make greater concessions in
matters such as party affairs development and personnel dispatch in
exchange for the stability of Yan’s side. In this process, Huang Shufen, the
Secretary of the GMD’s Shanxi Provincial Party Department, played an
important role in strengthening ties between Chiang and Yan, reconciling
relations between the Party, the government, and the army in Shanxi, and
resolving local conflicts. In addition, the investigation of Huang Shufen’s
personal career as a representative of the GMD’s middle-level Party cadres
helps us to understand the tension of the war situation, the strong centrifugal
tendency of the local power factions, and even factional struggles within the
GMD.

Keywords: Yan Xishan, Chiang Kai-shek, the Comrades’ Association
of National Revolution, Provincial Party Headquarters in

Shanxi, Huang Shufen
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