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Divisions among Geographers in China, 1936-1952

Zhang Lei"

Abstract

In 1936 China developed two divergent schools of geographers in
Beijing and Nanjing respectively. The northern school led by Huang
Guozhang, the head of the geography department at National Beiping
Normal University, highlighted the geographical practices followed in the
United States and Europe, while the southern clique marshaled by Hu
Huanyong, the chair of the geography department at National Central
University, emphasized Chinese geographical patterns. The conflicts
between the two groups derived from their distinct academic traditions and
locations, which later caused rivalry in geographical organizations, institutes,
paradigms, and research. Although the two schools were finally ended by
the Communist regime, the division between north and south had not only
coincided with political friction but also reflected the paradigmatic tension
between Chinese geography and Western geography, and exerted a profound

impact on the writing of Chinese geography.

Keywords: Huang Guozhang, Hu Huanyong, Chinese Geoscience
Society, Geographical Society of China, history of
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