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Revolution, Women’s Rights and
Historiography: On Shenghon
Niizi Xanshi New History
of Chinese Women)

Jo-lan Yi

Abstract

It has been commonly accepted that A History of the Lives of Chinese Women written
by Chen Dongyuan in 1928 was the most influential book on Chinese women’s history.
However, it is worth pointing out that prior to its publication, Xu Tianxiao (1886-1941)
had written his Shenghou Niigi Xinshi New History of Chinese Women) in 1913, which
is considered to be “the first systematic investigation on Chinese women’s history from
ancient times to the early twentieth century.” However, few scholars have paid much
attention to this book. The most significant characteristics of this book are: first, it fit
women’s history into an anti-Manchu revolutionary historical framework; second, it
challenged the traditional view that women’s history meant only writing about women’s
virtues but rather believed that history could inspire women; and third, it used the new
chapter style of organization instead of traditional annals-biographical style. Therefore,
this book offers us insights on how literati used Chinese women’s history as a medium
to invoke revolutionary ideas, and allows us to review the role of women’s history in the

“new historiography” movement of early twentieth century China.

Key Words: Xu Tian-xiao, Shenghon Niizi Xinshi New History of Chinese Women),

women’s history, women’s right, revolution, historiography



