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Its Cultural Context

Lu Miaw-fen’

Abstract

This article discusses a discourse on the Xiaojing (The Classic of Filial
Piety) with rich religious implications that developed during the late Ming.
This discourse was closely related to the contemporary syncretism of the
Three Teachings, and its central figure was Yu Chunxi. This paper begins
with an examination of Yu Chunxi’s ideas about filial piety, and then turns to
the intellectual and cultural context that informed Yu’s ideas. Yu Chunxi
promoted filial piety beyond the level of mere ethical relations, treating it
instead as a cosmic creative force and the natural order. He believed that it
possible to communicate with a Spirit intimately involved in human affairs
through true acts of filial piety. He therefore proposed the “mental practice
of devotion to filiality” as key to filial acts, a practice he grounded in the Liji
(The Book of Rites) emphasizing long-term constant cultivation in ways that
were similar to the practices of mind cultivation found in the
Neo-Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism of the day. Yu also expressed
his vision of Chinese cultural transmission by the sole criterion of filial piety.

Turning to the context of Yu’s thought, this paper focuses on previous
studies of the Xiaojing and the syncretism of the Three Teachings. In
addition to delineating Yu’s debts to earlier religious interpretations of the
Xiaojing during the Han and Six Dynasties and some similar concepts of
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filial piety in both Buddhist and Daoist traditions, it is also important to note
the close relationship between Yu’s thought and contemporary Yangming
Confucianism.

Keywords: Xiaojing, Yu Chunxi, Zhu Hong, Jingming Dao, Luo Rufang,
Yang Qiyuan
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