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% AR LB VAR R B R ALR “constitutio” » 3% KL HHPEZE#E (Cicero »
FEICHT 106-43) FREIER) @ BIESEEANBUNSRBGEHIE - +73 » tifid
H#T e BB 4 A contract BY, covenant ( [ SR AT B ) BRI SK M E
I o B (contract theory)EsE T 25 BRI B v B9 28 48 LUK BRI a8
o A E BRI R o R Z67H 7 N /R E ATt (Hobbes) ~ & % (Locke) ~ #fE
HfEs(Montesquieu) ~ (R (Hume)F1F W+ (Constant)Z5 A FRBABIRE S - 55
TEHIR S E ML E T 52 R A R 5 BUICH) —H[EIE - 857 - B
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Graham Maddox, “Constitution,” in Terence Ball, James Farr, and Russell L. Hanson, eds., /deas in
Context: Political Innovation and Conceptual Change (New York: Cambridge University Press,
1989), pp. 50-67; Quentin Skinner, The Foundations of Modern Political Thought (Cambridge,
Eng.: Cambridge University Press, 1978), vol. 2. B REBEEE L EHLATBNKESHE
FTE 2 R E R (feudal law)FRABHE: > BEAENERER KON T LIELZ
FF L B DA R e 5 R AL -
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BERZRIG R EREmAE KRB - BMER SR E
R RTFBEFINENACAKE G ERMAEEMERENERESEE -
R 2EERRBRESHREFBRIRE o RPN R BB BGE B8R
Fap B BIGRIPIF TR AT b - B8 RfIFESm BB L ERIE
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RrEIE s BREFERRD NG TR anRe o RHORIA KA
GRE > WEGEREY A TUEEREMAEREF K BERK > K&
A BRI B G R EERBUG BN H L - MEERENLHE » sETE
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Marianne Bastid, “Official Conceptions of Imperial Authority at the End of the Qing Dynasty,” in
Stuart R. Schram, ed., Foundations and Limits of State Power in China (London: School of
Oriental and African Studies, University of London, 1987), pp. 178-179.

PEFINFEE > (BREGEREHRRY (BEE: ATTFRE » 1984) - H 53-54; B - (i
RPEERE) (L AREKEL - 1997) - H 7-18 : #ian= - (hEzESR) (&t

RS HEAREBENE] - 1984) » H 39~
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WR - BERE RRBER R STEE B R —BORT A 71 R AIIHEE) - #ER
S EIRN RIS F—EmIR— A X E e R TSR BF] - B
fisfIny BB SRR REER - (LEIRN RS S EIMHBUE
A W AERE AR ERERE S - BRI EREEE
BTWISEER  WHBNEXZ SRR - "TEREEE THER 7D

S REBIERIAE  RUE - (IEREFEZFES) (A4t PRFEFSEREHIEART - [1969]
1983) [ SRAAE > (RBFBEEZEFEG) (5L PRFIFRREAEMEA - [1964] 1982)
RAE - (AHIIENRAE) - (O3S FEERTENEEANE) (BT @ §EMNIEH
kR > [1986] 2002) - H 265-276 : 3R AAE] + “Constitutionalism in the Late Qing: Conception and
Practice,” (HRIAFEEREHRFET) B 18 (1989 F 6 A) - H 95-113: iR Ek >
CHEZERILEER) (&L PRFAERFEEAELGZA » 1971) © RIQHE - BTHE - (TEH
ER) REHEFENE 27 (LB BENHE - 1937) - F2REER - (BENIEE
§JJ Bﬁa ‘E%B’Jrfﬁfk%> (mit R AR - 1989)  HERE » (HEANTER(E SR HT B B

£ » (PBIERE) 1992 FE 3 H 4752 BEEE -5
- %UK?}E ; (i%ﬁi%i&%> (db& - PEARKZBLRRA - 1993)  #EE > (LY
FRBEHRERS) (JhFE  ARHAER > 1993) © FLiEE - GROWHEBRIIENGR) @ (B
SEEFEY 0 1993 EE LH - H101-111 0 EAR » (EBCUEERPE) (bR : BB
it 1997) S EBnR . (BEFRIENEESHERNBR) - (FHEHE) - 2000 £5 1
R H 1422 HEEE > (BREVC BT O IEH LA V- F—REBIBIT 51HE
EHTEEOEE) o (LFEHEE) 0 108(1)(1999)  H 135 FER » (IIEEEEFERE
HISEY (dbmT : 2R HER - 2003) - LHREH 24-30 : Norbert Meienberger, The
Emergence of Constitutional Government in China (1905-1908): The Concept Sanctioned by the
Empress Dowager Tz'u-Hsi (Bern: Peter Lang, 1980); Marianne Bastid, “Official Conceptions of
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TFI(1837-1909)% - BN AN » BESR T #T B, FTLABGE Z] 1901 &> (HE 2] 1905
FEXEREFERIRE (SRR HREBEBIEENR - 2F MR LR
WERERE  HEEER LT 1906 FEESEIIERS > I HAE 1908 5
AWML ENERRR > DEBRFEMER (LIEH/FE - 50 1916 £
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Imperial Authority at the End of the Qing Dynasty,” pp. 147-185; Edward J. M. Rhoads, Manchus
& Han: Ethnic Relations and Political Power in Late Qing and Early Republican China,
1861-1928 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2000); Douglas R. Reynolds, Ching,
1898-1912: The Xinzheng Revolution and Japan (Cambridge, MA: CEAS, Harvard University
Press, 1993). {Hf¥HEHE BB RIIENHE  AIHEHHERRTS -

(T EENAIRMETESEBLUME R ZFL A 2 +A0) WEBYREREE
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1R#fE—#&(body politic) -

HEE B — A EREI L IEBRENES > S TENERIRARSE
FILERNER - LI EATRENGRERR  AFRHEMARE S ARIH
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“Of Benefit to the Ruler, of Benefit to the People™:
Official Discussions of Constitutionalism in the Late Qing

Peter Zarrow

Abstract

When the Qing court moved to support constitutionalism after 1905, both
ordinary officials and high officials were extremely enthusiastic. In general, they
saw in constitutionalism a real transformation of the Chinese polity: a rationalization
of rulership, a new disciplinary order, and a source of national unity and strength.
Many officials, though not all, spoke of locating sovereignty in the emperor. This
created an appearance of continuity (the imperial order), but actually radically severed
the monarchy from its old cosmological moorings. The official project was to
“nationalize” and “citizenize” the masses. Officials also tended to be optimistic
about the basic fitness of the people, once properly educated, to be qualified citizens.
They seemed confident that education would not only turn the people into diligent,
loyal, and patriotic citizens understanding both their rights and their duties, but also
give them protection from the “heresies” of the revolutionaries. Surveillance and
discipline on the one hand, and education and patriotism on the other, were intimately
related.

Still, the utopianism and idealism that surrounded officials’ rhetoric on

constitutionalism marked a great break from the past. We see some insistence on

Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica
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preserving imperial power. But there was a stronger notion of the emperor as just
one function of the constitution. At a kind of utopian extreme, some officials
thought that a constitution would fully unify the people and their rulers. At the very
least, improved access to public opinion would allow rulers to make better decisions.
Historians have emphasized the conservatism of the Qing court. This was not
wrong, but it ignored that by the early 1900s a sense of the state as the shared
property of all Chinese had become widespread. We need to remember that, even
for practical officials, the turn of the century was a utopian moment. Indeed, at least
to a degree, revolutionaries, constitutionalists, local elites — and even officials —

shared a kind of mystical sense of the “one body” of the modern nation-state.

Keywords: Officials, Constitutionalism, Late Qing, Education, Discipline
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