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An Instance of Liberal Nationalism——
On Independent Critic’s Treatment of
Issues in the Sino-Japanese Relationship

Chen Yi-shen

Abstract

There are not a few people in Taiwan’s academic circle who tend to adopt
a negative attitude in the evaluation of nationalism, due partly to such political
factors as their hatred of China’s nationalism or their scare of Taiwan’s
nationalism; there are also other very probable reasons arising from a rigid
perception of nationalism, taking it as necessarily to be in conflict with such
values as freedom, human rights, constitutional politics and democracy. The
fact has been quite the contrary. Besides such precedents of liberal nationalism
as shown either in the Englishman J.S. Mill or in the Italian Giuseppe Mazzini,
this paper contends that during the 1930s in China, and represented by Hu Shih,
the fellow writers with Independent Critic did reveal characteristics of thought
quite in line with liberal nationalism. During the period from the
September-Eighteenth Event of 1931 to the July-Seventh Incident of 1937
when the all-out war against Japan broke out, these writers were devoted to
appealing to the League of Nations for mediation with a view to achieving a

peaceful settlement of Sino-Japanese issues; they were also opposed to

-263-



resorting to barbarous means both for extracting money, and for forcefully
enlisting people to serve the armed forces even for the sake of expulsing Japan.
On the other hand, they actually called for an all-out “resistance” in those

territories not yet lost to Japan

as an attempt to halt Japan’s further
encroachment onto China’s territories besides the already lost North-East
China (Manchukuo).

Like the liberal nationalism as described by Yael Tamir, the fellow writers
for Independent Critic seemed to have succeeded to a vary degree in placing
national thinking within the boundaries of liberalism without losing sight of
either. They also renounced the ultimate pursuit of just one value at the
expense of the other. For them, reflection and choice are as important as
history and fate. In other words, the fellow writers for Independent Critic were
of course totally different from Hsii Bing-chang and Dong Shih-jin, who were
just outrageous agitators against the Japanese; they also differed from radicals,
who simply stirred up student movements and then instigated them to boycott
classes; they were also not in the same category of people as the local powers
or the Communists, both of whom constantly linked “repulsing Japan” with
“anti-Chiang Kai-shek” without cause and discrimination; nor were they in the
same boat with those in power in the Nanking government, who repeatedly put
off the practice of constitutional democracy while holding fast to the dream of
fascism. What then is the difference between these writers and them? For me,
this ultimately lies in the fact that their stand on nationalism is defined,
delineated and informed by their liberalism.

This paper holds the view that the characteristics of nationalism of the Hu
Shih type can be clarified through an investigation of the very concept of
liberal nationalism, and this will further enhance our capacity for make

distinctions and strengthen our faith in nationalism.
Key words: liberal nationalism, /ndependent Critic, Hu Shih, Sino-Japanese relationship
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