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Paradoxical Moral Cultivation and Persuasion:
Some Observations on Chiang-hsiieh
Activities of Yang-ming Scholars
in the Late Ming

Lu Miaw-fen

Abstract

This article discusses Chiang-hsiieh activities of Yang-ming scholars and
their relationships with Late-Ming society and culture. It investigates the
complexity of the scholars’ moral discourse and the multiple intellectual
developments that arose from their moral instructions. First, I summarize key
characteristics of their moral discourse through a detailed description of its

3

promotion of the twin ideas that “the sage is the same as everyone,” and “sage
learning is simple and easy,” and its emphasis on family morals in everyday life,
as well as its opposition to the contemporary fashion of pursuing novelty and
loftiness. Secondly, by focusing on three aspects of their efforts in moral
cultivation, their attitudes toward moral development through speech and
discussion, and their ways of moral expressions, I single out paradoxes in their
moral messages and contradictions between their words and deeds, with a view to

pointing out how diverse possibilities, even contradictory ones, could be derived

from their moral cultivation and persuasion.
Key words: Ming, Yang-ming learning, T ai-chou school
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