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¥ F B % 2 % J& (Public Record Office) F O. 405/9, No. 149, pp. 118-119. Peking,
Sep. 22, 1862, Mr. Bruce to Earl Russell: I have the honour to inclose the reply of
the Prince of Kung to the letter I addressed him on the subject of the prisoner Wang

Han (E#), together with my rejoinder. The Prince is considerably neitled at my

remarks, which he looks upon as charging the Chinese Government with inhumanity
towards its subjects. This is a serious reflection where, as in China, the Government is
based on the paternal relation. He meets the charge by referring among other things
to the late proceedings of Tsung Kwo-fan (@& B3 ) , which are detailed and approved
of in the accompanying Decree published in the “Peking Gazette (3T#7) ". There
may be some exaggeration in the numbers, but I have no doubt that a large number
of men, forced into the ranks of the rebels, have returned to their allegiance, and
have been humanely treated. The fact of their hair having grown long shows that they
must have served for some time. Such of them as belonged to other provinces have
received passes and money to enable them to return home, The mode of dealing with
the leaders is characteristic. In other countries these men would have suffered death,
here they are allowed to clear themselves by performing an important service against
their former associates, and receive rank as a reward. We should not consider that
a man who had been a rebel redeemed his character by volunteering to act against
his brother rebels. But rebellion, according to law and public opinion in China, is
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parricide, and the crime is most effectually expiated by some signal service. A man’s

reputation does not suffer here by such acts, nor are they looked upon dishonourable.
(L EBIXTHIRE X =)

® (CTREE) ot (KFERESEE) - EFEFMEME - 5> Public Record Office.
F. O. 405/9, No. 149, p. 120, Inclosure 3, Sep. 24, 1862, Mr. Bruce to the Prince of
Kung:

“] have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Imperial Highness’ reply
to my letter on the subject of Wang Han. '

It is not always a pleasant thing to state facts, and 1 never allude to matters
that may give rise to unpleasant discussions without a practical object. But where
good may result it becomes a duty of friendship not to be silent, I am desirous to
see the restoration of tranquillity in China, and I stated on good authority, that many
peisons are detered, from returning to their allegiance from the dread of being called
to account for their past deeds. I therefore urged the publication of an amnesty which
at the beginning of a new reign would have a good effect, and the advantage of the
local authorities acting with tenderness and humanity towards many men who have
joined the rebels, not because they like them , but because they were in their power.
This suggestion I believed to be in accordance with the principles of China, and with
the disposition of your Imperial Highness.

It is with much pleasure that I have received the account given by your Imperial
Highness of the judicious course pursued by his Excellency Tsung Kwo-fan (ZTEZH) ,

— 239 —



MR ETERET] F 4+

BEEGEA > KARBEREIBESL R TEEGBEEDREBHER
—EAETH BCBENLEM - THRHIFAE B LEERESL
BRBTENAZ+HAER > EEE/\F+2H (1862523 ~ 104) » F#—3t5
E—-H=TAX -® EHBEXHEE  QEHEHRIERESEE > FH4h2RET
14 - BINI0K ,
BERKERE BRIERES? REEHEHHA BELEE L2
A? BB ERNEBE ZENLERM - —YRBRKS BEEE
BARK -
BEFRENWE THFREEHE - SRREENE BEMERE

and have read that his conduct has been approved by his Majesty.

The insurrection will lose much of its strength when it is seen that there is pardon
for those who repent, and at the same time increased vigour in the field.

With respect to the prisoner Wang Han, I am unable to find anything to change
the view I have expressed about him . I do not enter into the question of his guilt.
It is sufficiant for me that he was not in the power of the Taoutae (3E5) ; that
the Taoutae wished to get hold of him, and that to entice him, he gave a paper to a
British subject, the meaning of which is that he is not to be molested; and that having
induced him to come back through the instrumentality of this foreign gentleman, he
then attempted to seige him. If the Taoutae had acted in a straight forward manner,
he would have told the gentleman who applied on his behalf that there was a serious
charge against him; and had he done so if the man had come back it would have been

at his own risk.

Her Majesty’s troops are employed 'in protecting Shanghae ( F#g) , and have
retaken Ningpo (ZEJ7) and other places, and handed them over to the Imperialist
forces. No one, therefore, can suppose, if this man is not given up, that it is from
any sympathy with the rebels, or any desire to harbour their adherents. But I cannot
acquiesce in what in my eyes is an unfair and treacherous proceeding of the Taoutae’s
and which involves the honour and good faith of Great Britain, and I regret that Your
Imperial Highness does not see it in the same light.

I know my country, and am aware that I should do the cause of the Imperial
Government much harm where I do direct the man, under these circumstances, to be
handed over the Taoutae.”
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