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The Tragedy of An Shilin: A Study of the 1946 Burning to
Death of the Beiping Baiyun Guan Manager

Fu Hai-yan*

Abstract

Baiyun guan, the most famous temple of Quanzhen Daoism since the
Song and Yuan Dynasties, was also extensively written about during the
Qing dynasty. Since the founding of the Republic of China, its reputation
had declined somewhat, but it still had considerable influence in Beijing. In
the 1940s, lawsuits were brought against An Shilin, the prior and manager of
Baiyun guan. In the end, An Shilin and his assistant, Bai Quanyi, were
burned to death by a group of their fellow Daoist clerics. In this author’s
view, this was not only a tragedy for An Shilin and the Baiyun guan, but it
also symbolizes the nadir of Baiyun guan and Daoism in modern history.
This study is based on the Beijing Municipal Archives and shows how the
1946 tragedy resulted from the inner contradictions of Baiyun guan,
particularly among the factions of Daoists fighting over temple property and
succession procedures. It also resulted from problems of modern politics
and the social role of Daoists. This article thus aims to give a fuller and
deeper explanation of the lawsuit involving Baiyun guan in the 1940s, and its
relationship to the tragedy. This article hopes to promote further research
on the relationships among politics, Daoism and the social role and destiny

of Daoism in modern Chinese history.
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