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University Press, 2012), pp. 65-78.
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China,” Journal of Contemporary Religion, 24:2 (May 2009), pp. 171-188.

Barbara J. Howe & Emory L. Kemp eds., Public History: An Introduction (Malabar, Fla.: R. E.
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Debate to Reassessing History (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2019).
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Fuk-tsang Ying, “Voices from the Bamboo Curtain: A Study of the Audience Response to the
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Christianity and the Cold War in East Asia (Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 2016), pp.
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Frank Dikétter, The Cultural Revolution: A People’s History, 1962-1976 (New York; London:
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Cambridge University Press, 1994), pp. 30-31.
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and London: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2009), Richard H. Cummings, Radio Free Europe’s
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Broadcasting over the Iron Curtain (NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1986).

Gleason H. Ledyard, Sky Waves: The Incredible Far East Broadcasting Company Story (Chicago:

Moody Press, 1968), p. 182.
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Unheard Voices from China:
The “Second Society” as seen from the Audience Letters
of Christian Radio Evangelism during the Cultural Revolution

Fuk-tsang Ying* and Guo Fei

Abstract

The Cultural Revolution is usually regarded as “catastrophe,”
“disaster,” and “chaos” in contemporary Chinese history. Throughout the
revolutionary period, the Chinese Communist Party fully implemented the
policy of eliminating religion. All religious institutions were completely
destroyed. Religions could only survive in non-institutional, underground
forms. To break through the Bamboo Curtain, religious message were
conveyed via shortwave radio from Hong Kong to Communist China. By
investigating the valuable and rare historical materials of audience letters
received from China, this article revisits the development of Chinese
Christianity during the tumultuous years of the Cultural Revolution. The
existing 252 audience letters written between 1966 and 1978 reveal much
about grassroots Chinese spiritual inquirers and Christians. This study
begins with the background of the Cold War and explores the ideology
reflected in the religious broadcasts to Communist China. The official
and popular responses to the “enemy station” will also be addressed. As
well, based on these audience letters, this article also helps to construct a
collective account of those unseen grassroots Chinese and rediscovers the

“unheard voices” from the “Second Society” in the Cultural Revolution.

Keywords: religious broadcasts, audience letters, Cultural Revolution,

Chinese Christianity
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