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1941-1945: A Patchwork of Internment (London and New York: Routledge, 2004), p. 8.
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eds., Forgotten Captives in Japanese-Occupied Asia, pp. 210-223.
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12 A ) » H 49-93; Ling-ling Lien, “Writing History on their Own: War, Identity and the Oral History
of the ‘Old China Hands,’” Global Europe: Basel Papers on Europe in a Global Perspective, No. 110
(2015), pp. 1-22.
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1942-1945: Life in the Japanese Civilian Camp at Stanley (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press,
2008); Felicia Yap, “Voices and Silences of Memory: Civilian Internees of the Japanese in British
Asia during the Second World War,” The Journal of British Studies, 50:4 (October 2011), pp.
917-940; Lizzie Oliver, ““What Our Sons Went Through’: The Connective Memories of Far Eastern
Captivity in the Charles Thrale Exhibition, 1946-1964,” Journal of War & Culture Studies, 7:3 (August
2014), pp. 236-252; Clare Makepeace, “For ‘All Who were Captured’? The Evolution of National
Ex-prisoner of War Associations in Britain after the Second World War,” Journal of War & Culture
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“Missionaries Experiences in Internment,” SOAS Archives, University of London, Council for World

Mission Archive (Hereafter, CWM), CWM/LMS/15/08/05/01.

Mary Taylor Previte, A4 Song of Salvation at Weihsien Prison Camp (Soundersburg, PA: Moses & Ida

Chu, 1985), p. 14.

Eileen Crossman, “Sometimes I Remember...,” Unpublished Manuscript, p. 10. Eileen Crossman
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Archives of United Kingdom, Colonial Office (Hereafter, C.O.), 980/126.
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22 i1 Lt. Edward Kuhn Jr., “Weihsien Camp Internees Saw No Jap Atrocities,” The North China Marine
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Internment Camp, China, 1943-1945,” (M. A. dissertation, University of Alberta, 2010), p. 45.
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Routledge, 2012), pp. 152-167.
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o0 LUgEEEHIERG] - MMERFORAZ D FEERE B8 PR TFE B
& HIBEIEFTE O > NEREAZ RAIIZ © Geoffrey Charles Emerson, Hong Kong Internment,
1942-1945,p. 79.

J. W. G. Bruce, Birds in the Fowler’s Net: The Story of a Japanese Internment Camp, p. 16.

Ann Colette Wolf, S. P., Against All Odds, pp. 175-176.
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20 «weihsien Recipes Collected by Ida Talbot in Weihsien Shantung Province China, 1943-1945,”
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“Weihsien Recipes Collected by Ida Talbot in Weihsien Shantung Province China, 1943-1945.”
“Weihsien Recipes Collected by Ida Talbot in Weihsien Shantung Province China, 1943-1945.”
“Weihsien Recipes Collected by Ida Talbot in Weihsien Shantung Province China, 1943-1945.”
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Aspects of the Daily Diet in Weixian Internment Camp:
The Perspective of British Nationals, 1943-1945

Chang Ching-yin*

Abstract

Academic interest in British civilian internees and their experiences
during World War II has recently grown. However, current research mainly
analyzes the living conditions of these interned civilian aliens through diaries,
memoirs, autobiographies, and oral history, and few studies focus on the diets
of the inmates of internment camps. By focusing on the daily diet of the
Weixian (Weihsien) Internment Camp in Shandong Province, this article
contributes to our knowledge of the experience and memory of Western
civilian internees, including what to eat, how to eat, and how diet reflected life
in camp. To view the operations of the camp through the perspective of diet,
this study highlights the following issues: food sources, preparation of food,
cooking methods, kitchen duties of cooks, and making desserts to improve
social life. This article focuses on three research questions. First, how did
the Japanese manage the Weixian Camp? Second, what were the internees’
living conditions in the camp? And third, how did distribution of food
resources effect the behavior of internees? Their specific daily experiences
demonstrate that their autonomy under Japanese authority was the key to the
effective operation of the camp. This points to differences between the
Weixian Camp and the Nazis’ concentration camps, and also demonstrates
how internees developed a mode of normalization for cooperating and

maintaining their life in Weixian Camp.

Keywords: Weixian (Weihsien) Internment Camp, food rations, diet

memories, Western civilian internees, Civilian Assembly Center
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